


ST THERESE OF LISIEUX
The Centenary of the death of the
St. Thérése of Lisieux, better know
as The Little Flower, occurs this
year on the 30th September.

As we know the Little Flower’s
short life was spent in an enclosed
Carmelite convent in France.
Nevertheless her “little way”™ has
influenced hundreds of thousands
and helped them to holiness. Her
way is not an end in itself but
rather a means of achieving holi-
ness. She says herself in her writ-
ings “I have always wanted to
be a saint. Alas, I have always
noticed that, when I compare
myself to the saints, there is
between them and me the
same difference that exists
between a mountain whose
summit is lost in the clouds
and the obscure grain of sand
trampled underfoot by
passers-by.” How many of us
feel like that.?? But St. Thérese
gives us the answer “Instead of
becoming discouraged, 1 say
to myself: ‘God would not
inspire unrealistic desires.’ |
can, then, in spite of my lit-
tieness aspire to holiness.”
She has taught many the value of
doing everything, even the small-
est and the most ordinary and
common deed, for the love of
God and in that way sanctifying
every action. Since she could not
do any mighty work for God she
decided to do even the smallest or
the most unpleasant both willing-
ly, cheerfully and with love for
God. But when one reads her life
story one sees what a deep,

strong faith, resolute will and
strength of character she had to
practise her way every day. Yet
her way is so very simple that
everyone from the lowliest to the
mightiest can imitate her without
being a great theologian or very
learned. She said she would spend
her “heaven doing good on
earth”. Indeed those who pray to
her and seriously try to practise
her little way have made great
progress on their journey to God.

The prayer of St. Théreése is as
simple as her way. God is her
Father; therefore she will speak to
him as his little child. Since He
loves her at all times and is always
present to her even in the midst of
her many duties and very ordinary
work she returned that love by
offering all she did each day. Her
prayer is an intimate conversation
with the One by whom she knows
she is loved. But her prayer was a
prayer of faith, not of feeling.
Rarely did she feel or experience
any sentiment of joy; her prayer
was constantly one of dryness and
distraction; frequently she fell
asleep after Holy Communion
and during the two hour-sessions
of prayer. Yet this in no way dis-
tressed her. Once again she knew
her weakness and offered to Jesus
her distractions and sleepiness
and weakness. How great an
encouragement to us is this
approach!. From her writings we
know that St. Thérese prayed for
missionaries and priests. Because
of her great missionary zeal and
desire she has been declared
Patroness of the Missions. One of



the intentions during the novena
in her honour will be for an
increase in missionary and priest-
ly vocations and for the protection
and spiritual welfare of those
already working in the ministry.

CELEBRATION IN HER HON-
OUR: At the end of the novena,
on her feast day here in
Faversham, we will have the
Blessing and distribution of the
Roses at 6.00 pm. There will be
the Official Opening Mass of the
year in Westminster Cathedral on
the 1st October at 5.30 p.m.
There will be two Pilgrimages to
Lisieux. The first on June 9th—
13th and the second on 15th —
19th September 1997. There will
be a big conference in Leeds
University from the 11th to 15th
August 1997 and to close the
centenary year a Special Mass in
Westminster Cathedral with Basil
Cardinal Hume on the 27th
September 1997. We have pub-
lished a booklet, which can easily
fit into your pocket or handbag,
with a summary of her life and
teachings. It also contains prayers
and devotions in her honour. The
book costs £1.20p plus postage.
We have also published a calen-
dar, in two colours on art paper,
which contains the various impor-
tant dates in her life. The calendar
covers from October 1996 to
December 1997, fifteen months,
and costs £1.50 plus packing and
postage. It is a very good produc-
tion and good value for money,
even if [ do say so myself!.

“I always knew that deep
down in every human heart
there was mercy and gen-
erosity. No one is born hat-
ing another person because
of the colour of his skin, or
his background, or his reli-
gion. People must learn to
hate, and if they can learn to
hate, they can be taught to
love, for love comes more
naturally to the human heart
than its opposite.”

N. MANDELA

THE ROSARY. The Little Flower
had a great devotion to Our Lady
and said Mary is more Mother
than Queen. October is the
month of the rosary beloved and
approved by so many popes and
its recitation exhorted by Mary
herself in so many apparitions.
An English Protestant historian -
Lecky - wrote that it was the
rosary that kept the faith alive in
the islands off Scotland during the
penal days, when no priest was
available. We all know its simplici-
ty. Thinking of the great mysteries
of our religion when we say it
helps us to see how much God the
Father, His Son and Mother love
us. This encourages us to imitate
Jesus and Mary in the midst of our
ordinary work and worries. It
helps us to be more aware that we
have the love and support of
Jesus and Mary always with us
and brings home to us how grate-
ful we should be for the many
blessings we have received and so
often taken for granted.



“Measure wealth not by the
things you have, but by the things
you have for which you would not
take money”. [Anon]

The Holy Souls. It is fascinating
that the Church gives us the
Commemoration of The Holy
Souls the day after All Saints. On
November 1st we celebrate the
millions who, having left this
world, live in endless communion
with God and eternally enjoy the
Beatific Vision. On November
2nd we commemorate the faithful
departed, who having completed
their earthly pilgrimage, sleep the
sleep of peace. It is a particularly
meaningful anniversary for fami-
lies. It is the very human feast of
those feelings that go beyond time
and belong to the mystery of the
love of God, who restores every-
thing to new life. Everyone expe-
riences the irrepressible desire for
immortal life. For this reason the
bonds of love uniting parents and
children, husbands and wives,
brothers and sisters as well as the
ties of true friendship between
individuals, are not lost nor do
they end with death. Our dear
departed ones continue to live
among us, not only because their
mortal remains rest in the grave-
yard and their memory is part of
our lives, but especially because
their souls intercede for us with
God. While it is certainly very
good to pray for the dead that
they may more quickly enter
heaven it is also highly praisewor-
thy to pray to them for all our
needs. They, who shared life with

us and know our needs, are very
close friends of God.
Consequently their intercession,
on our behalf is very powerful.

Whenever I see a church
I call in and Visit,

So when my time comes
To be carried in-

The Lord won't say
Who is it??

CELEBRATIONS. On the feast
of Carmel one of our priests cele-
brated his Silver Jubilee of
Ordination to the Priesthood at
Aylesford. We had a wonderful
Mass and celebration with his
family and friends and a good
number of Carmelites. As all our
students were present | got the
photograph taken so that you can
see the men you are helping and
who are praying for you. On the
following Sunday one of our men-
not in the photo, as he was in
York- was ordained to the priest-
hood by the Archbishop, which
was another big day for us and
again all the students were pre-
sent. In August our novice made
his First Profession of Vows in our
Order. Early in September three
young men, answered the call of
the Lord and gave up good
careers in the world, and started
their Novitiate or first year of
training. The signs are very
encouraging and the Lord is
answering your prayers. Keep up
the good work!!.



REPORTS. The devotions on
the 2nd Saturday of the month
have started slowly. But the faith,
courage and smile of a stretcher
case was most edifying. The oth-
ers showed deep faith and great
confidence. What was particularly
pleasing was the request for more
time for prayer before the
exposed Blessed Sacrament. The
half day retreat was beyond my
wildest expectations. We had over
ninety for it. And again it was the
prayer and reflection on the Word
of God that people wanted which
shows that materialism etc. is not
satisfying the great needs of the
heart. In a questionnaire the vast
maijority wanted the day repeated
every three months. It is encour-
aging that we are fulfilling a need

and also that people are turning
back to God to support them in
their daily struggles. Before mak-
ing any long term decisions on
what is the best way forward I'll
wait and see what the pilgrims on
October 5th say. Then the result
will be made known in the
January News.

May our gentle Mother of Carmel
enfold you in her mantle of pro-

tection and lead you to her Son.

Yours sincerely in Carmel,

o,
40Pt .

Hugh Alphonsus Brennan, O.Carm.

Congratulations to the following
who won a prize in our July
draw. M. Lynch, Kerry, £500
Ticket No.60656; M.
McAnernay, Belfast, £100.
Ticket No. 23334: A. Fava,.
Gibraltar, £100. Ticket No.
70238; 1. Lennon, Longford,

cC1NnN Tirlkat N~ £192Q0. "T‘
LiUu JiCREt INO. Jilooz;

Brembah, London, £100 Tlcket
No. 71720: K. Hughes,
Glasgow, £100 Ticket No.
65846: E. Bula, Gibraltar, £50
Ticket No. TO2NS Sy
MacEachen, South Uist, £50
Ticket No. 13649; P. Daly,
London, £50 Ticket No.
10028; P. Shortland,
W/Midlands, £50 Ticket No.
52756; B. Breslin, Fermanagh,
£50 Ticket No. 49540; FE

McNaughton, Armagh. £25
Ticket No. 00578 T. Allwinkle,
Essex, £25 Ticket No. 67299;
R. Mullan, Gillingham, Kent.
g£25 “Ficket No: 4111l S
McGahan, Belfast, £25 Ticket

No. 47560; E. Fernando,
Middlesex, £25 Ticket No
12420 B Tiavwmmo T iy stem
o2 rr, LJ. 1 1e1] lﬂiy I ll,JlJ‘Cal Cll'y'

£25 Ticket No. 31483; V.
Twomey, Port Talbot, £25
Ticket No. 86774; S. Godfrey,
Newcastle on Tyne, £25 Ticket
No. 53189: P. Woram,
Southampton, £25 Ticket No.
81973; 'N. Barry, Cork, £25
Ticket No. 18099.

Our sincerest thanks to all
who supported the draw. We do
appreciate your help.




Yiours and cr stderiis

LETTER FROM ONE OF YOUR STUDENTS

I'm another one of the fairy large
Scofrish contingent of simply pro
feseed Cormelile shwdenrs, abowul
nFEEm |_II LR baaiaendi 4 |.'..l¢-'||||:p_ L LERE i
i g P mich maore in thee
future! [ was born in Glasgowr in
1970, and shortly afier this my por
ents moved up to the beautiful town
of FralwFrseds, ndad fe I It avanrid | anose
abowt 1R I atterrded o Catholic p
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rondary schosl. After my “high
.-r-... [ wenr 1o Fl.-i-..'.-"r: Terhirrsk el al
Collrge, as 1 waes then bnown, fin
ishirsg 4 veors leter with a degree n
Electrcal Sustenrs

[1 g during this lime af Faicley
thurd [ ;"l'-..! wiihe cohnaet aith thee
{Camwriites. Fr Brendan (2 Corm
who was then the vocalions director,
gmd our present dap Prior Genenod,
Fr Joseph O Corrn.,. ran 6 ucalions
igeekend 1A 1 a P Bonddae A
Patmaeily, Argpl. | was a reguiar
sifender of retreats there, As | was
considerning a religious wocation, |
rhought ['d ¢ioe this one a §& 100

veediess 16 say | wmos rpressod
I weoaidn T e wirh feo such o
od people’l, especially by  their
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this rnitial conlacl, [ wisiled
didesfond @ few times, okl mer s
of the other frars with whom |
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me je=l pery weicome | applied ic
ol dhee Mecrdtiane s [ |99, amd
staried v Avlesfond in Sepl. T992

A1 the rwwrent [ om hai IF] I
blestend pwar auay froem studies in
arder fo work as parf of the voca
thons team i Yore Please pray for
our worn, That God widll comlinue o
Bless e Ohder ond the Church
Wi many Qe exdoElioes

To end. a sincere thoe pou for
gli rthe support ond proyers thot vou
harowr already offered jor ws se ol
wl Bl o ELE  Them ey IHox f, b
pasured  thl we il continue o
rerrieErn BT e ir CHAFES

Bro. Martin Hard O Carm

Flease remamdser aur Nouvenas

1 - . " Y
5 IRa LS . ale | N { .
b bodueyr !
I'| =0 _Illl' :"-:

The Carirelies II.I'...'II'-I"II-1I'-|_ Fﬂ.:.,'r'Ft‘-J |."l..'ll'=_ Foerit = MEi3 700

A Begisterad Charbgd



