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LOOKING AND SEEING

If anyone asks me if | would ever like
to have lived at another time [ don't
usually have to think about it for
long before | say: “No thank you. |
am very glad to be alive today.” Just
think about all the wonderful things
we have that makes it possible to
enjoy life in ways that were not
possible even to our grandparents -
electricity, radio, television, easy
travel, modern medicine and so on,
the list is endless. To a very large
extent we make our own world and
make it fairly comfortable for
ourselves. Just imagine going to the
dentist two hundred years ago! No
thank you!! Most of this control we
have over our world that makes it
nice to live in, at least physically for
most of us, is the result of the process

we know as science. Yes, [ know that
we have also used scientific knowledge
for terrible purposes, but for most
people, most of the time, where
science has been used life is much,
much better than it was for our
predecessors. So let us thank God for
scientists and their efforts to
understand the world and make it a
good place for most people to live in.
But there is one thing that the very
success of science has lost for us.
Science is only concerned with what
can be measured and weighed, and
the success it has had in understanding
how the world works has led us to
think that what can be weighed and
measured is all that exists, and we
have become blind to that part of
creation which we refer to when we
say in the Creed on Sunday: maker

AT THE NAME OF JESUS
“Gon whoeer does the will of God
i1 My broblier and sisdor and motlor.”

(Mark 3:35)

JESUS is our BROTHER. By Him we have been
adopted into God’s eternal family. Today He says:

“Stay with me. Spend time with me so that [ can show
you my word, my will for you. Then let me love your
brothers and sisters through you. Let me forgive them
through you. Let me appreciate, honour, esteem and
affirm you. Your light will shine before the world
giving glory to my father, and you will know that you
are indeed part of my family.”

The material in this box, entitled AT THE NAME OF JESUS is the first of
a new series of short meditations on the names of Jesus found in the Bible
- reading the Old Testament through the eyes of the New Testament.



... of all that is, seen and unseen. We
have lost that ability to glimpse the
unseen world showing through the
world we can see. Howmany of us can
say very often, as

and Peter who denied him being not
included): the filaments of the corona
reminded him of the Crown of
Thorns: the five stamens of the Five
Wounds; and the

William Blake said:
| saw eternity in a
grain of sand? St.
Paul, in his letter to
the Romans was

Prayer does not blind us to the world. but
it transforms our vision of the world, and
makes us see it, all men, and all the
history of mankind, in the light of God.

tripartite stigma
represented the
Nails. And so the
official Latin name

Thomas Merton | of this flower - now

hard on such

blindness. “For what can be known
about God is perfectly plain to them,
since God has made it plain to them:
ever since the creation of the world,
the invisible existence of God and his
everlasting power have been clearly
seen by the mind’s understanding of
created things.” Poets, of course, still
have this ability to see the invisible
behind the visible. to see extraordinary
things hiding in the ordinary. But once
this was the normal way of seeing the
world.

In 1633 the first record of a newly
discovered type of flower came to
Europe from South America. A
photograph of one flower is the picture
on the front of this Newsletter. A
biologist would describe it as having 5
sepals, alternate to 5 petals from the
base of which arise two whorls of
filamentous processes constituting a
corona. From the centre of the floral
disk arises a short gynophore which
bears five stamens and a central
tripartite stigma. And something very
like that was indeed written by the

Jesuit missionary who discovered it, or

at least described it for his European
confreres. However, he also saw
something else in it - a hint of the
events we know as the Passion of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The
five sepals and five petals he saw for
the disciples (Judas who betrayed him

widely cultivated -
is still Passiflora, in English the
PASSION FLOWER.
A more general version of this capacity
to look and see more than meets the
eye is contained in the poem for this
issue, Joseph Plunkett's The Cosmic
Christ.

THE LORD’S PASSION

As we look forward to Holy Week we
can apply the same idea of looking
with our eyes (or listening with our
ears) and seeing/hearing more with
our mind’s eye (or ear) when we look at
the liturgy. The centre of Holy Week is
the celebration of the Passion on Good
Friday, and not forgetting that it is only
the prelude to the wonder of Easter,
the central image we “see” as we listen
to the passion story is the icon of Jesus
on the Cross. However, that is only the
“front” for awider picture which reveals
when we see it the true significance of
the crucifixion. Down the ages artists
have tried to show this wider picture in
various ways. For the Novena leaflet
have chosen the one that was in the old
Latin Carmelite Breviary, showing the
Cross in the hands of the Father, in
obedience to whose will Jesus embraced
the cross to bring salvation to the
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A GOSSIP is someone with a
strong sense of rumour.
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people the Father
loved as he loves
the Son - and that
is US. So when
you look at a
crucifix don’t be
simply amazed at
the action of Jesus
for us, try to see
that wider picture
so that the cross is
surrounded by the
love of the Father
for us.

IN THE GOOD
BOOK

Another place we C
have lost this
ability to see more
than meets the
eye is in listening
tothe word of God
from the Old
Testament - those

[ see his blood upon the rose,

And in the stars the glory of his eyes,
His body gleams amid eternal snows,
His tears fall from the skies.

[ see his face in every flower:;
The thunder and the singing of the birds,
Are but his voice
- and carven by his power,
Rocks are his written words.

All pathways by his feet are worn,
His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea,
His crown of thorns
is twined with every thorn,
His cross is every tree.
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The Cosmic Christ
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Readings at Mass.

How often have | heard people say
they do not see the point of them.
Now I must say that many of them are
silly little snipits, but they are not
there just to be difficult or boring.
They are there because the Church
has always read the scriptures in a
way that saw the Old Testament in
the light of the New. So try to see in
the Old Testament reading on Sunday
something that is a hint of what the
Gospel is about, because the Church
put them together because she sees
in the reading from the Old some
pointer to the message of the New.
For instance, in the long and involved
story of King David that we have been
having at the weekday Masses
recently. David flees across the Kidron

valley, and weeping for the
faithlessness of his erstwhile followers
climbs the Mount of Olives. Now we
do notread this simply for its historical
value, but because it points us towards
the Son of David, in whom the Lord
fulfilled his promises to David, who
also at night crossed the Kidron valley,
wept for his faithless followers and
climbed the Mount of Olives. And as
we listen to the story of King David,
we reflect on that Son of David who
saved us. So as well as praying that
the eyes and ears of your mind may
be opened to more than meets them
scientifically, let me point you to
another bit of the Good Book that
relates in this way to the Passion
story. In former times, (before we



lost so much!) the breviary offices
for Passiontide contained long
readings from the book of the
prophet Jeremiah. These were not
read because of any consuming
passion for history but because in
the sufferings of Jeremiah the
Church saw with her inner eye a
prefiguring of the suffering of Jesus.
So for Lent and Holy Week get out
the Good Book, and read the four
accounts of the Passion in the four
Gospels, and chapters 36 - 45 of the
Book of Jeremiah, and try to see
one story behind the other.

IN THE PIPELINE

Just before [ get to the end this time
let me drop a hint about some things
to follow. Some of our clients -
perhaps you are one? - have been
supporting the Carmelites for many
years, and we are very grateful for all
your help. However, the present
system of arrangements for fulfilling
all the obligations we enter into with
you, especially those relating to the
Novenas and the Masses we arrange
for your intentions, were set up
many years ago, and have not been
altered very much over the years.
However, we are thinner on the
ground than we were when it all
began, so the time has come to
overhaul the whole system and make
sure we only enter into obligations
we can be sure of fulfilling in the
future as far as we can see it. So our
gray matter is working overtime to
make a sensible reorganisation of
our commitments. All the details
will be in the next issue, but in
practice it will not make a lot of
difference to how we do things as
they relate to you, so don’t be afraid
that there will be major changes in
the offing.

One small change for now - and we
are back to the perennial problem of
money. Just before Christmas the
postage went up again. Not by much
for one letter, but we do send out
rather a lot, so we are looking to see
- with our mind’s eye! - where we
might make some saving on postage,
however small - or better still, large.
So [ am making an appeal you may
remember from many years past. If
you can send a stamp for a reply, or
even two or three, when you write to
us we shall be glad to see them. And,
and this I am doing only reluctantly
because it goes against our long
tradition, in addition you will see a
small change on the My Intentions
leaflet. If there is no special reply
wanted to your letter, then you can
tick the little box at the bottom to tell
us that, and we will say a little prayer
of thanks for your generosity (and for
your trust in the postal service - which
is now once again very reliable at this

end).

GOOD FOR THE EYES?

The last issue, about the Epiphany of
the Lord, was very full and [ know the
print was very small, so this time |
have kept a few things back for next
time so that the printer can make the
letters as big as possible, so I hope
you have not found this copy as
difficult as some people found the
last one.

Have a prayerful Lent and a joyful
Easter - and don’t separate the two!
They are part of the same celebration.
Always see the one behind the other.
God bless you till next time.
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FORTHCOMING NOVENAS
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representing STAMEN (1 of 5)
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NAILS FIVE WOUNDS
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