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DDear Friend of Saint Jude and valued friend of the Carmelites

I was reminded of some 
words that Archbishop John 

Wilson (Southwark) shared 
last year at Pentecost: “The 
Church is always in a state 
of Pentecost, animated by 
the Holy Spirit. Like the first 
disciples in the Upper Room, 
we are waiting, watching, 
and praying. We are asking 
that our hearts be ignited 
anew by the Holy Spirit. We 
want the wind of the Holy 
Spirit to fill our sails and 
push us forward. We want 
the flame of the Holy Spirit 
to fuel our mission today. 
We want to be alive in the 
Holy Spirit so that we can 
announce the Good News 
of God’s love and mercy 
revealed in Jesus Christ.”  I 
pray that the Holy Spirit will 
always be alive in you.

Summer Celebration

With Mary and his 
fellow apostles, 

Saint Jude was in that 
Upper Room at Pentecost. 

At the end of a week-
long heatwave (at least 
by British standards!), on 
Saturday, 30 May Carmelite 
friars and friends of Saint 
Jude gathered again at his 
shrine in Faversham for our 
Summer Celebration.  It was 
good to be in the company of 
good people who had come 
on pilgrimage for prayer 
and fellowship in honour 
of this great saint. Pilgrims 
anointed each other and 
heard afresh the call to be 
channels of hope, friends 
of Christ and companions 
of each other in the mission 
of making God’s love known 
and experienced in our 
world.

We prayed for all who 
receive our newsletter and 
contribute to the life-giving 
projects supported by the 
Carmelites. We remembered 
our friends who live with 
sometimes very debilitating 
illness, major challenges in 

their lives, and all who have 
died.  The spirit of prayer 
and the powerful witness 
of community was tangible.  
Following the feast of 
Pentecost and on the eve 
of the feast of the Holy 
Trinity, we recalled how 
we are immersed through 
baptism in the very life of 
God and are committed to 
celebrating divine love and 
human generosity in the 
very ordinary experiences of 
daily life.

Archbishop of Canterbury

On Saturday, 21 March, 
Matthew Betts and his 

team in the Shrine Office, 
friars of the local Carmelite 
community in Faversham 
and visiting pilgrims who 
had just come for the 
day were delighted to 
welcome Archbishop Sarah 
Mullally, the new Anglican 
Archbishop of Canterbury.  
In preparation for her 
installation at Canterbury 



Cathedral on Wednesday, 25 
March, she had engaged in a 
140km personal pilgrimage, 
walking from Saint Paul’s 
Cathedral in London to 
Canterbury.  The day before, 
Archbishop Sarah had also 
visited our sister Carmelite 
shrine at Aylesford Priory.  
At both shrines, she prayed 
with Carmelites and friends.

Pope Leo and Archbishop 
Sarah
A month later, on 27 April, 
Pope Leo XIV welcomed 
Archbishop Sarah at the 
Vatican.  She said, “In the 
years to come, I will remain 
united with you in prayer: 
for peace in our world, for 
justice, and for every person 
to discover the fullness of 
life that God offers. We are 
sustained by hope – a hope 

grounded in Christ himself, 
who calls us forward, even 
when the way is not yet 
fully clear.” Concluding his 
address to her, Pope Leo said, 
“As we continue to journey 
together in friendship and 
dialogue, let us pray that the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Lord 
breathed on the disciples 
on the evening after his 
resurrection, will guide our 
steps as we prayerfully and 
humbly seek the unity which 
is the Lord’s will for all his 
disciples…I pray that the 
same Holy Spirit will remain 
with you always, making 
you fruitful in the service to 
which you have been called.”

Fr. David Fox, O.Carm

Those who have been 
friends of the Shrine for 

a long time will remember 
with great fondness our 
Carmelite brother, Fr. 
David Fox, O.Carm.  With a 
doctorate in botany and after 
a good career in teaching, 
David professed vows as a 
Carmelite friar on 25 August 
1978, aged 40 years. He 
studied philosophy and 
theology at the Gregorian 
University, Rome, and 
pastoral theology later at 
Heythrop College, London.

After becoming a priest in 
1983, David lived in different 
Carmelite communities in 
this country and always 
excelled at any ministry he 

...we are 
sustained by 
hope - a hope 
grounded in Christ 
himself, who calls 
us forward, even 
when the way 
is not yet fully 
clear...

“

“.”

Archbishop of Canterbury



was asked to undertake.  
He always had a keen 
awareness of those who felt 
on the margins of society 
and Church. Although 
reserved, he knew how 
to relate to people of all 
backgrounds. Perhaps he 
did not have much time for 
pretentious behaviour or 
artificial airs and graces but, 
where there was a real need 
for support and help, David 
was often there.

Dedicated Shrine Director

Beginning in 1987, David 
was the Director of the 

Shrine. He was surprised 
to have been asked to fulfil 
this important role, but 
he applied himself with 
creativity and dedication.  

Many will remember 
his welcoming smile, 
gentleness and his very 
practical approach to the 
challenges that people 
brought to him, including his 
compassion towards those 
who came for sacramental 
Confession.  Issues of The 
Carmelite News that he 
wrote combined concrete 
information that he thought 
pilgrims and supporters 
would find interesting, 
accessible introductions to 
Carmelite themes, saints 
and symbols, descriptions 
of art and poetry connected 
to the Shrine and, of course, 
a dry sense of humour.  You 
can read the newsletters 
he wrote on our Saint Jude 

website. The photo above 
shows David (fifth from the 
left) at the Shrine’s 60th 
anniversary celebration in 
2015. 

Earlier this year, David 
became increasingly less 
mobile with developing 
health issues. We were 
saddened when David 
died in the early hours of 
5 May, aged 87 years. We 
celebrated his funeral rites 
on 4 June at Aylesford and, 
entrusting him to God’s 
merciful love, laid his body 
to rest in our Carmelite 
cemetery. Please pray for 
him and all who grieve his 
loss. May he rest in peace 
and rise in glory.

Beginning his new ministry in 1987 at the Shrine, David included these lines in the 
Autumn issue of The Carmelite News.
To talk with God,
No breath is lost –
Talk on!

To walk with God,
No strength is lost –
Walk on!

To wait on God,
No time is lost –
Wait on!

attributed to E. Stanley Jones



Centenary book

This year we are 
celebrating the 

centenary of the return 
of the Carmelite friars to 
England in 1926.  A beautiful 
book has been recently 
published, entitled ‘Pilgrims 
of Hope: one hundred 
years of the Carmelites in 
Faversham’.  With colourful 
photographs throughout, 
it offers background to 
who Carmelites are, our 
first arrival in England, our 
need to leave their friaries 
during the Reformation 
period and, following our 
return, the hope that the 
Carmelite vision can offer.  
It is available from the 
Shrine Office at £9.99. Paul 
de Groot, O.Carm. (Shrine 
Chaplain) writes:

“A centenary is a time 
to celebrate.  A time to 
look back, a time to take 
stock, to reflect on what 
happened and why and 
to dream dreams of the 
future.  This book hopes 
to do that in an easy and 
accessible way.

“For a worldwide group 
like the Carmelite friars 
who have been around 
since the thirteenth 
century (and claim roots in 
biblical times), a hundred 
years in a small Kentish 
town, Faversham, might 
seem an insignificant blip 

in its history, and that may 
well be so.

“But what seems like 
a small event can have 
momentous consequences.  
A maiden’s YES in first 
century Judea led to a 
worldwide movement, 
Christianity, and a 
realisation of God’s desire 
to be actively in relationship 
with us.  Carmelites as part 
of that movement hope to 
make real God’s vision of 
how the world could be, 
through forming praying 
communities alert to the 
needs of those around 
them. When two arrived 
in Faversham in 1926 they 
were steeped in memories 
of earlier times, when 
Carmel had flourished 
in these isles only to be 
driven out in the sixteenth 

century by the politics of 
the time.

“When they returned, 
they were nurturing seeds 
sown earlier by a variety 
of groups but rapidly 
stamped their own identity 
in Faversham and with 
a fledgling parish as a 
base, established a lively 
presence in the town, 
a firm financial footing 
and a shrine for pilgrims 
which enabled them to 
restore their medieval 
priory in Kent and take on 
many and varied projects 
further afield in England, 
Wales and Scotland. It 
was never obvious what 
the next step would be but 
by responding to needs 
they ventured forth with 
courage to build anew.”

Fr. David Fox, O.Carm



Changing faces

Following our Carmelite 
Provincial Chapter on 

13-17 April, members 
of our provincial council 
and I have been meeting 
individually with our 
Carmelite confrères in this 
country. These encounters, 
focused on our Carmelite 
mission, have often been 
inspiring, especially when 
we experience expressions 
of deep commitment, 
creativity and generosity. 
For now, I will just mention 
two friars.

Since October 2021, our 
brother, Kevin Melody, 
O.Carm.,  has served as Parish 
Priest of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish, Faversham.  
He is an excellent pastor, 
has developed further the 
community sense of the 
parish, is a valued preacher 
and a priest who has known 
the hearts of parishioners 
both in sacramental 
celebrations and in his daily 
interactions. Kevin will be 
moving to pastures new 
at the end of June, and he 
will have an opportunity 
to pursue higher studies.  
I know he will be greatly 
missed.

Our brother, Gerard Walsh, 
O.Carm. professed vows in 
the Carmelite Order in 2006 
and was ordained priest 
in 2015. Having served 

in different Carmelite 
communities, he has 
good and varied pastoral 
experience. I am delighted 
to share that he will be the 
new Parish Priest from 1 
July. 

Please pray for both Kevin 
and Ged as they navigate 
new paths and new 
experiences. Pray too for 
other friars of the province 
who may be taking up new 
appointments later in the 
year.

Committed to young people

Carmelites are always 
happy to be alongside 

young people.  During our 
Summer Celebration John 
Toryusen, who works with 
us to develop opportunities 
and programmes for young 
people, provided an update 
on our most significant 
projects. Beginning in 
2027, we will be forming a 
residential community of 
up to seven young adults 
at Aylesford Priory.  They 

will learn about a Carmelite 
approach to growing in 
prayer, community and 
service, and they will 
develop the skills to minister 
effectively to the many 
young people with whom 
we have contact.  You can 
discover more: 
https://tinyurl.com/
CarmeliteYoung 
- especially how you can be 
involved. Important in this 
adventure is that we have a 
strong and powerful network 
of prayer and support – so 
please find out more. On 5 
- 9 June, John, together with 
other European Carmelite 
partners, coordinated a 
very successful and inspiring 
gathering in Lisieux for 
young adults from six 
countries. We hope that the 
participants will now form a 
creative and energetic group 
that will develop further our 
Carmelite youth ministry in 
North Europe. Please join 
us in praying for all of these 
exciting initiatives.

  

...thank you 
for the hope 
you bring, the 
hope you are, 
and the hope 
you enable to 
flourish through 
your prayer and 
generosity...

“

“.”

Fr. Gerard



Pilgrims of hope

As always, I have run out 
of space!  Together we 

form a network, a vibrant 
community, as pilgrims of 
hope.  Thank you for the 
hope you bring, the hope 
you are, and the hope you 

enable to flourish through 
your prayer and generosity.  
For our part, your Carmelite 
brothers will continue to 
pray for you and yours.

Have a good summer!

Brendan Grady, O.Carm.
Prior Provincial

Please recycle 
or pass this 
newsletter 
on to a friend 
after you have 
finished reading 
it - thank you.

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND ADULTS AT RISK
The British Province of Carmelites is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and adults at risk. This commitment 
directly relates to the fact that we are all made in the image of God and 
the Church’s common belief in the preciousness, dignity and unique-
ness of every human life. We start from the principle that each person 
has a right to expect the highest level of protection, love, encourage-
ment and respect.

The British Province of Carmelites is fully compliant with the policies 
and guideline issued by the Roman Catholic Church in England and 
Wales and is committed to making a prompt response to any com-
plaint. All houses where Carmelites live should be a safe environment 
for all children and adults.

If you have concerns about any safeguarding matter, please contact 
our Safeguarding Lead, Julie Courtney.  Information can be found at 
https://carmelite.org/safeguarding-policy.



NOVENAS: July and August 2026

Read more

SAINT JUDE SUMMER RAFFLE 2026

Buy a ticket today
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Beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit 
- Letter of Saint Jude, verse 20


